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cordial messages for James. James's replies to these approaches are also
extremely cordial; on June 2 he wrote:

I take very kindly of you what you offer concerning yourself;
but besides that you cannot be spared from where you are, the re-
bellion of Argyll is not considerable enough for you to be troubled
with it. However I am as much obliged to you as if I had accepted
of the offer you made as to yourself.

On June 30 and July 3 he repeated his thanks for William's offers of
service and for what he had done in the matter of the despatch of the
regiments, and on July 19 Queen Mary wrote:

The kind message you sent to the King by Mr. Bentinck, and
your good wishes, I believe .brought us good luck, for, God be
thanked, here is the end of all troubles and in such a manner as
that we may never hope to see the like again as long as we live. I
have desired this bearer to give you a thousand thanks for all the
marks you give of your friendship both by him and in your letter.
I am extremely pleased with it and desire nothing more than the
continuance of it, of which I will not doubt being resolved to show
myself upon all occasions truly and sincerely yours.

More direct evidence of William's fidelity to James is not wanting.
In Monmouth's letter to James after he had been taken in the New
Forest appears the significant passage:

The Prince and Princess of Orange will be witness for me of the
assurance I gave them that I would never stir against you.

A number of letters passed between William and Bentinck in June
and July 1685, when Bentinck was on his mission to James. These
were naturally of a confidential character, but they could have been
shown to James without furnishing excuse for suspicion. Throughout
the correspondence William shows himself eager for the defeat of
Monmouth1 and actuated by no other motive than to secure the assist-
ance of James in the impending struggle with Louis; Bentinck's letters
show clearly his conviction that the interests of James and William
were identical.2

1 E.g., "We have heard the good news of the capture of Argyll; God grant
that we may soon have the same news of the rebels in England'*.

a A curious point which emerges from this correspondence is that Bentinck
says that James suspected Louis of having assisted Monmouth; this^suspicion
had been in William's mind a month or more earlier, and he had mentioned it to
Skelton; it is, of course, open to William's detractors to say that his suspicion
was simulated.